
8th Grade MAP Humanities  

Summer Reading 2016 
Dear Parent(s) and Student, 

8th grade MAP Humanities students are required to read two books over the summer. Although students are not 

required to take notes on the book, notes or annotations are highly recommended.  

The historical fiction novels are: 

Woods Runner by Gary Paulsen  

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare 

Due Dates:  

Wednesday, August 24 – Turn in Reading assignment (see below) 

Friday, August 26 - Be prepared to share your work in class and discuss the novels in detail. 

Friday, September 2 - Exam over each novel to demonstrate your understanding of the reading material from both a 

historical and literary perspective.  

Assignment due Wednesday August 24: 

For ONE of the novels you will create ONE of the following: 

1. Fakebook Page 

Create a Facebook page for the main character. You will need to start with a profile pic and need to include the groups 
the character would join, provide three status updates, identify 5 people the character would choose as friends and 
justify your choices for the characters with a brief description 
 
2. Children’s Book  

Turn the novel into a picture book suitable for kindergarten/1st grade.  You will need a cover, drawings, pictures, 

illustration for each page along with enough information to make the story you have read understandable to a small 

child.   

3. Casting Call 

Identify four characters and provide character descriptions for each character. Choose a modern actor that you feel 

embodies this character.  Include a drawing or sketch of what you think the character would look like.  This CANNOT be 

a printed copy from the internet or a book.  It must be your interpretation.  You must explain how this 

actor/model/person/rendering fits the visual description in the novel and what personality attributes you would ascribe 

to this person. 

4. Become a character in your novel 

Pretend you could magically enter your novel. Write a short essay explaining what event, setting or conflict you would 

enter and why. How would your being there change the story? How would you connect yourself to the characters? 

Minimum of a three paragraph entry.  

5. Soundtrack- Create a playlist for your novel. 

 Choose any five appropriate songs that represent the theme, conflict, or setting of your novel. Explain in a paragraph, 
for each song, the reasoning for your choices and how it connects to the events or characters in the novel. Include the 
title and lyrics for each song. 
 


